The Hadramaut Saiyids of Perak and Siak. 


By R. 0. WlXSTEDT. 


On pp. 2-5 of Law Part II, The Xinetij-Xine Laws of Perak, 
in Papers on Malay Subjects, published by the F. M. S. Govt., Mr. 
R. J. Wilkinson pointed out the great influence a certain Sayid 
family exercised on the histor} r of Perak in the XYIIIth century. 
The family acquired the highest state offices, those of Orang Kaya 
Besar and of Manteri, and one of its members acted even as Bencta- 
hara. Scions of this Sayid house were sought for eagerly in 
marriage and married into the families of all the greater Perak 
chiefs. One married the sister of Sultan Iskandar, — Markum 
Kahar (whose reign is described in the Misa' Alelayu) and was the 
father of a Perak Sultan. Another married a daughter of the raja 
of Siak and from their union were descended the rulers of Siak. 
Several were accounted saints. 

How came this family to win such prestige and power ? 

Their genealogical tree copied by a former mufti of Perak, 
Raja Haji Yahya who in his youth gave Sir William Maxwell some 
Perak royal genealogies (J. R. A. S., S. B. XIV, p. 305) explains 
the matter. They were of the great house of Ahmad bin Esa al- 
Mohajir, the founder of the Sayid house of Hadramaut, which con¬ 
siders its nobility better established than that of all the other des¬ 
cendants of the Prophet's daughter, and refuses the hands of its 
daughters, even its half-caste daughters to Sherifs and Sayids come 
from other places. Yan den Berg’s “ Hadramaut and the Arab 
colonies in the Indian Archipelago ” gives the following particulars 
of this family: I quote from Sealy’s translation (Bombay, 1887). 

“ The founder of the Sayids of Hadramaut is a certain Ah¬ 
mad bin Isa, surnamed al-Mohajir who, according to tradition, 
established himself in the country about ten centuries ago. He 

was a native of Bassora . His genealogy is as follows: bin 

Esa bin Muhammad an-Xakib bin Ali al-Oraidthi bin Ja’far as- 
Sadik bin Muhammad al-Bakir bin Ali Zainu’l-abidin bin al- 
Husain. To distinguish themselves from other Sayids those of 
Hadramaut call themselves al-Alawiyin descendants of ’Alawi, 
grandson 6f Ahmad bin Esa. Seven generations after Ahmad bin 
Esa the genealogical tree of the Sayids branches off with the two 
sons of Muhammad surnamed Sahib a’r-Robat. After this division, 
we see the genealogical tree of the Sa} T id divide itself more and more 
into separate families. I will give the names of the families so far 
as they exist in our days and their descent is generally acknowledged 
authentic:— 
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Al-aV'Sakkaf 

Al-al-Haddad 

— Akil 

— ba-Fakih 

— al-’Aidarns 

— ba-Faraj 

— Moshayvakh 

— ba-Surra 

— Taha. 

— al-Hodaili 

— aVSafi 

— Aidid 

— ba-ITmar 

— Jonaid 

—- Munawwar 

— a'sh-Slnbli 

— Shihabn'd-din 

— Burn m 

— al-Hadi 

— al-Monaflir 

— al-Maslihnr 

— Hamid 

— a’z-Zahir 

— M Utah liar 

— a’s-Sulaibiyya 

— Midhar 

— bin-Kitban 

— Marzak 

— al-Mnsawa 

— Mudihij 

— al-Baiti 

— abu-Xomai 

— Ismail 

— Fad'ak 

— Maknun 

— Khi rid 

— bin Barahim 

— l)a-Baraik 

—■ ba-Shumailih 

— I\ hi n a im an 

— Tawil 

— ba-Husain 

— Akil bin Salleli 

— ba-Ali 

— al-Attas 

— al-Hut 

— a’sh-Shaikh Bubakr 

— al-Ghaidtha 

— al Haddar 

— al-Hamil 

— bn-Fotaim 

— al-Bar 

— Maula-a ? d-Dawila 

— al-Kaf 

— Mnkaibil 

— ba-Eakba 

— Maula Khilih 

— al-Jifri 

— bin Sahl 

— al-Bidth 

— bin Yahya 

— bil-Fakih 

— ba-Abnd 

— al-Kadri 

— al-Hindwan 

— Siri 

-— al-Muhajjab 

— ba Hanm 

— Abdu’l-Malik 

— al-Habshi 

— Ha-shim 

— a^sh-Shatiri 

— Simait 

— a'sh-Shanbal 

-— Kidhir 

— ba’sh-Shaiban 

— Tahir 

— Jamal-al-lail 

— Husain al-Kara 

— al-Mihdthar 

Among these families there are 

some which at this day no 


longer exist in Hadthramnt but that does not mean they are ex¬ 
tinct. Thus the family of Abdud-malik still exists in British India 
under the name of A1 Athamat Khan. In the same way that of 
Ba’sh-Shaiban exists in Java and that of al-Kadri at Pontianak.” 

Below I give the leading names in the Perak genealogical tree. 
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After the name of Sayid Ahmad bin Esa, the Malay genea¬ 
logist has noted how he was a native of Bassorali. 


The Perak family calls itself bangsa Jamal-al-ail; after the 
father of Sayid Husain al-Faradz, it is said. Sayid Husain al- 
Earadz bin Jamal-al-ail is reputed to have been the religious teacher 
of the first Sultan of Perak. (‘* Xotes and Queries, E. A. S., S. B., 
Xo. 3, (1886), p. TO). He is recorded as having had a brother 
Sayid Yusuf and a sister Siti Ivepavan, but that is all we hear of 
them. Judging by the genealogies, he must have flourished in the 
first half of the XYTIth century. 


Siti Fatimah 


Saidina 

Saidina 

Saidina 

Saidina 

Saidina 

Saidina 

Saidina 

Saidina 

Saidina 

Saidina 

Saidina 

Saidina 

Saidina 

Saidina 

Saidina. 

Saidina 

Saidina 

Saidina 

Saidina 


Husain 
ZainuT-abidin 
Musa al-Kathim 
Ali a'z-Zahir 
Muhammad Bakir 
Jaffar a’s-Sadik 
Ali a'z-Zahir 
Muhammad a'n-Xakib 
Esa 

Ahmad al-Mohajir 

Muhammad 

Alwi 

Ali Khali-kasam ba ? Alwi 
Muhammad Sahib Mirbat 
Muhammad al-Fakih 1 
Maula’d-dawilah Muhammad 
AbdiPr-rahman Sakaf 2 
AbduTlah J amal-al-ail 
Alwi 
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Saidina Abdullah 

Saidina Maulana 

aVsharif Jamal-al-ail al-Jafri 

L, 

Saidina Sharif 
Husain al-Faradz 

(He was the first to come to Perak.) 

Of the above/ Saidina Muhammad al-Fakih had another son 
Alwi, whose descendants went to Terengganu and one of them 
Sayid Ahmad returned to Perak and married Paja Hitam daughter 
of Sultan AlaVd-din Paja Sharif Bisnu of Perak, Ins descendants 
being the rajas and say ids of Chenderiang in Batang Pa dang, 
Perak. The pedigree of this branch is recorded; Sayid (or Paja) 
Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Yassin bin Akil bin Ahmad bin 
Yahva bin Hasan bin Ali bin Alwi bin Saidina Muhammad al- 
Fakih 


2 Saidina AbduT-ralunan had a number of children: Jamal- 
al-ail, al-Akil, al-Aidarus, Al-Abubakar, Salim, al-Hadr, Yahya, 
.al-Mathar. Al-Aidarus begot a son Saiyid Hasan, who went to 
Kedah and in his turn begot Saiyid Husain of Kuala Muda. 

The main Perak branch then runs as follows:— 
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The Siak family is given by our genealogist as follows; omitting 
minor names: 


Sayid Usman,* 
m. a d. of Marhum 
Bukit Siak. 


Yang di p£rtuan 
Besar Tengku 
Sayid A 1 i. a l 
Marhum Kota 
Tinggi, Siak, 
1791 1811. 


Sayid Abdullah. 


Yang di-pertuan 
Muda Pelalawan 
Abdu’r rahman, 
1811-1821. 


Tengku Bakal. 


Y. di-p. Besar 
T. Sayid Ibra¬ 
him, Marhum 
bebal akal, 

18 LI-1827. 


T. Mandak=Y. 
di-p. Raja di 
Laut Sayid 
Muhammad, 
Marhum Kelapa 
Pati, 


Y. di-p. Besar 
Bujang Ismail 
di-Pulau Laut. 


Tengku Long 
Puteh, d. in 
K£dah. 


Y. di-p. Besar 
Seri Kesoma, 
Sultan Kasim, 
1864- 


Y. di-p. Besar 
Sultan Ismail, 
1827-1864. 


Y- di-p. Muda 
Mangkubumi 
Tengku iedra. 


Y. di-p. Besar 
Tengku Ngah, Sultan 
Sharif Hashim. 


We can add to this from Dutch sources, whence also I have 
taken the above dates. The Siak family styled their rulers 
Sultans. Sayid Usman was of the family bin Khihab. The 
Pelalawan branch runs further, according to Dutch sources:— 

Yang di-pertuan Muda 
Pe.alawan 
Abdu’r-rahman 
1811-1821. 


Y. di-p. 

Y. di-p. 

Y. di-p. 

Y. di-p. 

Y. di-p. 

B£sar 

B£sar 

B£sar 

Besar 

Besar 

Hashim, 

Ismail, 

Hamid, 

Jaffar, 

Abubakar, 

1821-1828. 

1828-1844. 

1844-1866. 

1866-1873. 

1873- 


This last looks a very doubtful genealogy. 

It was from the Siak royal Sayid family that Sultan Ismail of 
Perak war notoriety was descended. His father Kaja Sayid Hitam 
was of this Siak family and was given in marriage by Sultan Abdullah 
Muadzam Shah (marhum khalilu'Halt) of Perak one Raja Mandak, 
daughter of Marhum Bon sushis relative. 
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